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Dow L. Campbell

Attorney
Marathon 539 South Main Street
Oil Company Findlay, OH 45840-3295

Direct No. 419/421-4121
Main Nc. 419/422.2121
Facsimile 119/127-3681
E-mail: DLL.Campbeil @ MarathonQil.com

December 18, 1998
Via Facsimila: (303) 275-7124

Mr. Martin C. Grieshaber
Minarals Managemant Service
U.S. Department of the interior
Danvear Fedaral Center

P.O. Box 25165 - MS 8200
Denver, Colorado 80226-0166

Re: Commonts MMS Workshop on the Development of Criteria to ba uzed in dietinguishing
between Gathering and Transportation in Deep Water in the Outer Continental Shelf
{63 FR 56217, October 21. 1998)

Dear Mr. Grieshaber:

Marathon Qil Cumpany {(Marathon) appreciated the opportunity to attend and participate in the
Mineral Management Service’'s (MMS} November 16, 1998, workshop in New Orleans on the
development of ¢riteria to be used in distinguishing between gatherlilg and ansporativn in deep
water in the outer continental sheif.

Marathon welcomes the MMS’ investigation of this important issue. However, Marathon prefers
to see the MMS develop a set of ¢riteria for production movements and when such orlteria are
met by a specific production movement, the movement would automatically be entitled to a
transportation aliowance. A case-by-case analysis would then oniy be applied to those situations
which are exceptions to the established criteria. This would benefit both the MMS and industry
by reducing administrative burdens imposed by implementing solely a case-by-case analysis and
would also be advantageous by giving industry a sense ot certainty.

Marathon supports the analysis and criteria offered by the American Petroleum Ingtitute, both at
the November workshop and in its written comments.

if you should have any questions please contact me.
Sincerely,

oy,

Dow L. Campbell
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