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General Comment 
This regulation is not in the spirit of the President’s requirement for transparency and clarity in 
government operations. It also does not meet the requirements of Executive Orders 12866 and 12988 that 
regulations be written in plain language that clearly sets forth the legal implications of the regulatory 
requirements.  
As written, the regulation is difficult to comply with because the requirements and standards it contains are 
not clearly written. In the current post-oil-spill environment, it is especially important that instructions to 
industry be easy to understand and comply with.  
To meet the requirements of the Executive Orders, you need to rewrite the regulation so that it uses –  
logical structure 
active voice 
pronouns 
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